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ZF and Faurecia’s Trendsetting Cockpit Interactive 
Display Demonstrates Safety-Focused Interior Design 
Alternatives Without Steering Wheel and Pedals 
 
• ZF & Faurecia created a visionary operating and display concept 

for fully automated vehicles (level 4) without a steering wheel 
and pedals 

• Even when driving manually, the concept allows drivers to 
decide between the left and right front seat thanks to a control 
lever in the center console 

• The screen-based display and operating concept offers high 
flexibility and simplifies work while driving  

Friedrichshafen. From fully automated delivery trucks to robot taxis 
of the future: With the rise of automation, new concepts for driver 
workplaces in the transport industry are in demand. The 
Trendsetting Cockpit interactive display by the cooperation of ZF 
with Faurecia, which is a static demonstration unit, is an example of 
where the design journey could take us. It comes without a steering 
wheel and pedals and is equipped with three screens. Drivers can 
also choose where to sit. This provides for greater flexibility, 
freedom to move around and new actuation options. Faurecia, a ZF 
partner company, particularly developed the cockpit design and the 
interaction concept. 

 
“The Trendsetting Cockpit will give the drivers of large taxis or delivery 
trucks many of the freedoms that they want as we head toward 
automated driving,” explains Uwe Class, director of Integrated Vehicle 
Safety, ZF. “We have created personalized space for the non-driving 
different use cases, putting the driver and passenger sides of the 
vehicle on equal footing,” adds Eric Vanel, Responsible of System 
Integration at Faurecia Cockpit of the Future team. 
 
One of the main advantages: if Level 4 light commercial vehicles are 
operated almost without exception on autopilot, truck drivers can spend 
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more time on other things. The steering wheel and pedals would 
potentially be in the way of movement within the cockpit of the future. 
In addition, they can also be a hindrance for delivery truck drivers as 
they frequently have to get in and out of the vehicle. The ZF & Faurecia 
Trendsetting Cockpit would be free of these conventional operating 
elements. Steering, acceleration and braking are performed by 
actuators that function in the background and receive their orders from 
the vehicle's centralized computer, ZF ProAI.  
 
Free seating 
If the driver decides to drive manually, he or she could do this using the 
integrated control lever in the Trendsetting Cockpit. This makes it 
possible to accelerate, brake and change direction with just one finger. 
This ZF & Faurecia control concept for fully automated light commercial 
vehicles also gives the driver the choice of whether to sit in the right or 
left front seat. This creates numerous benefits not only for a variety of 
delivery situations, but also enables taxi drivers, for example, to offer 
guests an easier option to get into the vehicle at any time. Light 
commercial vehicle and van manufacturers could also benefit because it 
would no longer be necessary to produce both right or left-hand vehicle 
models for different markets, thus reducing complexity. 
 
Everything on the monitor 
The secondary driving functions in the Trendsetting Cockpit display unit 
such as turn indicators, horn and windshield wipers can also be 
activated from either side of the vehicle via a centrally positioned 
touchscreen. The traditional operating and design elements are no 
longer there. Instead, ZF & Faurecia have integrated two additional 
screens into the left and right of the dashboard. They are dependent on 
the selected driver seat configuration and can be used in almost any 
way, such as displaying important driving data or performing job tasks 
during the fully automated drive. In addition, there is no steering wheel 
that could block the view or access to the screens.  
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Caption: 
The Trendsetting Cockpit from ZF & Faurecia: Without steering wheel 
and pedals and equipped with an intuitive operating and display 
concept, its interior design will offer drivers many new freedoms in 
future fully automated light commercial vehicles. 
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Robert Buchmeier, Head of Technology and Product Communications, 
Heritage Communications, 
Tel.: +49 7541 77-2488, e-mail: robert.buchmeier@zf.com 
 
Frank Discher, Technology and Product Communications, 
Tel: +49 7541 77-960770, e-mail: frank.discher@zf.com 
 
 
ZF Friedrichshafen AG 
ZF is a global leader in driveline and chassis technology as well as active and passive 
safety technology. The company has a global workforce of 146,000 with approximately 
230 locations in some 40 countries. In 2017, ZF achieved sales of €36.4 billion. ZF is 
one of the largest automotive suppliers worldwide. 
 
ZF allows vehicles to see, think and act. The company invests more than six percent of 
its sales in research and development annually – in particular for the development of 
efficient and electric drivelines and also in striving for a world without accidents. With 
its broad portfolio, ZF is advancing mobility and services in the automobile, truck and 
industrial technology sectors. 
 
For further press information and photos please visit: www.zf.com 
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